
City of Gresham Council Report

THE STATE OF FIRE STATION FACILITIES



Who Owns The Fire Stations we Operate in?

üThe City of Gresham owns four fire stations:  Stations 
71,72,73, and 74.

üFire District 10 owns two stations: Stations 75 and 76.

üThe City of Portland owns one station: Station 31.



REPORT ON LIFE EXPECTANCY OF BUILDING MATERIALS AND 
SYSTEMS FOR THE FIRE STATIONS

In the Spring of 2019, the Fire Department 
commissioned AmeriSpec Inspection Services to 

conduct building inspections and perform 
environmental testing.



Parts of the buildings that were 
evaluated include:
üExterior

o Siding

o Windows

o Driveway

o Walkway

o Exterior Doors

üRoofing
o Roofing material

o Flashing

o Gutters 

üFoundation & Framing
o Slab on grade

üPlumbing
o Water supply lines & Water Heater

o Drain lines

üElectrical
o Wiring

o Electrical panels

o Breakers

o Fixtures & Accessories

üHVAC
o Furnace

o Air Conditioner

o Ducting

o Thermostats



Results 
The inspection results revealed that in terms of life expectancy the fire 
stations are solid structures.  Some minor maintence issues and up-keep 
items were noted in the final report, but fundamentally speaking the 
buildings are structurally sound.

Items needing immediate attention:

- Station 73 and Station 74 were found to have an unacceptable level of 
Lead in the drinking water.  

-{ǘŀǘƛƻƴ тпΩǎ ŀƛǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜǎǎ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ wŀŘƻƴ ƛƴ 
the building.

Both issues were immediately remedied by certified contractors 
bringing the stations into compliance.



Most pressing issues facing 
fire stations
Cancer Reduction Measures

ωAntiquated Air Handling Systems

ωLimited ability to sanitize equipment  

Workplace Safety

ωStations are at maximum storage 
capacity

ω{ǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ά9ǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ 
{ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜέ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΦ

ωFour buildings are not ADA compliant

Gender Neutrality

ωShared Locker Rooms

ωGroup Bathrooms

ωCommon Shower Rooms

Cost limits ability to mitigate 
hazards

Footprint of buildings are too 
small to make impactful 
improvements

Station design never considered 
gender of employees.



Cancer Reduction Systems - Industrial Air Cleaners like the ones pictured below 
removes the particulates, contaminants and carcinogens that migrate into buildings 
when vehicles start up and or idle. Filtration systems like these controls diesel fumes 
and soot, smoke odors, noxious gases and more. These are multi-stage progressive air 
filtration systems designed to clean the air and protect employee health.



Cancer Reduction Systems - Modern fire stations utilize HVAC systems to 
compartmentalize airflow and directs harmful particulates away from the living 
spaces of the station.



Cancer Reduction Systems  -The use of commercial grade washing and drying 
equipment allows the department to clean and sanitize protective gear on a regular 
basis.  This process extends the life of the garments, provides opportunities for 
inspection and repair, and protects the long-term health of the employees.



Workplace Safety - This is the exercise room at Station 76.  The room is 
approximately 25x50 and can accommodate the entire shift exercising at once.  The 
room is climate controlled and utilizes air control systems to separate the apparatus 
bay from the living and working areas of the station.



Due to this stations design there 
is no space within the footprint 
of the building to keep exercise 

equipment.  

Exercise 
equipment in the 
apparatus bay at 
Station 72. 



Exercise 
equipment in the 
apparatus bay at 

Station 73. 

Originally designed as a 
two-person fire station.  
The footprint of Station 
73 does not allow for 
expansion to build an 
adequate exercise 
space.  Like station 72, 
the equipment is 
located in the 
apparatus bay.


